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they were very glad of our comming; and had provided toward
their lading some six hundred bahars of pepper and sixtie-sixe
bahars of cloves. Heere our pepper cost us lesse then at Achen;
but there is none growing about this port, but is brought some
eight or ten leagues out of the countrey, from a place called
Manangcabo1. This place [i.e. Priaman] hath no "other mer-
chandise growing there; only there is good store of gold, in dust
and small graines, which they wash out of the sands of rivers,
after the great flouds of raine that fall from the mountaines,
from whence it is brought. This is a place of good refreshing,
and is very wholsome and healthfull; and yet it lyeth within
fifteene minutes of the Line. At this port, having refreshed
ourselves with the good ayre, fresh victuals, and water, the
generall gave commission to the captaine* of the Susan to make
what haste he could for his lading, which would bee accomplished
with some hundred bahars of pepper, and so to depart for
England. And the fourth day of December we took our course
toward Bantam, in the iland of Java Major; and we entred the
Straights of Sunda the fifteenth of December, and came to an
anchor under an iland three leagues from Bantam, called
Pulopansa3.
The next day, in the morning, we entred the road of Bantam,
and shot off a very great peak of ordnance out of the Dragon
(being our admirall) and out of the Hector: such an one as had
never beene rung there before that day. The next day, in the
morning, the generall sent his vice-admirall, Captaine John
Middleton, aland with a message to the king, declaring that he
was sent by the Queene of England, and had both a message and
a letter to deliver to His Majestie from her; and required His
Majesties safeconduct and warrant to come aland to deliver the
same. The king returned him word that he was very glad of his
comming, and sent backe a nobleman with Captaine Middleton,
to welcome the generall and to accompany him aland. The
generall tooke some sixteene men in his company and went
aland with the nobleman to the court; where he found the king
1 Manangkabo, a mountainous district in the interior of the island.
3 Henry Middleton.
3 Pulo Panjang lies at the entrance of the Bay of Bantam.
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